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SYNERGY — COMPETITION 

140. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the government’s commitment to opening up Synergy to competition, 
will the Premier be splitting Synergy into two gentailers or is he committed to the AMWU position of doing 
nothing? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I do not know where the shadow minister is getting his various concepts from, but the opposition had eight and 
a half years in government. It did not progress. In fact, it brought Synergy and Verve back together and reduced 
competition. That was the policy of the opposition. 

I will be very clear with the house and we have said it a number of times. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, please! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We do need to increase fees and charges because of the shocking budget situation that the 
Liberal Party has left us in. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I give you plenty of opportunities. Now I call you to order for the 
second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We do need to increase fees and charges because of the shocking budget situation that we 
have inherited from the Liberal Party. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think the people of Western Australia understand that the Liberal Party was the most 
shocking economic and financial manager in the history of the state. I think that some members opposite are 
embarrassed about the performance of the previous government and the legacy that was left to us. We are 
determined to improve the situation on behalf of the people of Western Australia, but in doing so, there is going to 
be some pain. We were very clear prior to the election about our position on privatisation. That has not changed. 
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